
Sun Valley High School ~ SUMMER READING 2020 

The Language Arts Department and Administration at Sun Valley acknowledge that times are difficult 

for our Vanguard families amidst the current pandemic situation and school closure.  Therefore, with 

the exception of Advanced Placement courses, we have decided to waive the required Summer 

Reading assignments for Grades 9-12 this summer.  However, we continue to believe strongly in 

the value of reading over the summer months, so our English teachers have compiled a list of 

OPTIONAL titles for students to consider while selecting their summer books.  We look forward to 

returning to our classrooms for reading and writing fun with our students in the 2020-2021 school year! 

~ Sun Valley’s Language Arts Department 

 

9th Grade ~ Survey of Literature 

Lord of the Flies by William Golding 

 “Maybe there is a beast…maybe it’s only us.” ~William Golding 

Warriors Don’t Cry by Melba Patillo Beals  

“In this compelling autobiographical account by one of the Civil Rights Movement’s most powerful 

figures, Beals explores not only the power of racism, but also the ideas of justice and identity.”~Amazon 

The 7 Habits of Highly Effective Teens by Sean Covey  

“Your goals, your dreams, your plans…they're all within reach. You just need the tools to help you 

get there.” ~Sean Covey 

The Port Chicago 50: Disaster, Mutiny and the Fight for Civil Rights  by Steve Sheinkin 

 “An impressive work and an inspiring one.” ~The New York Times 

 

10th Grade ~ American Literature 

Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck 

 “I got you to look after me, and you got me to look after you, and that’s why.” ~John Steinbeck 

East of Eden by John Steinbeck 

 “And now that you don't have to be perfect, you can be good.” ~John Steinbeck 

Death of a Salesman by Arthur Miller 

"By common consent, this is one of the finest dramas in the whole range of the American theater." 

 ~Brooks Atkinson, The New York Times 

The Odyssey (graphic novel) by Gareth Hinds 

Sun Valley’s Summer Reading Philosophy 

The Language Arts Department at Sun Valley High School believes reading enriches a student’s academic 

experience and greatly rewards future endeavors. Reading over the summer not only strengthens previous 

learning, but lays the groundwork for the next school year.  Summer reading programs support students in 

the following ways: 

 Previews themes and motifs of upcoming courses  

 Enhances critical thinking and provides enrichment opportunities  

 Commonality of texts promotes student -to- student discussion 

 Introduces an array of genres  

 Encourages them to read for enjoyment 

 Combats the loss of reading achievement over the summer 
 



"Gareth Hinds brings The Odyssey to life in a masterful blend of art and storytelling. Vivid and 

exciting, this graphic novel is a worthy new interpretation of Homer’s epic."  

~Rick Riordan, author of the Percy Jackson & the Olympians series 

 

11th Grade ~ World Literature 

The Metamorphosis by Franz Kafka 

"He was especially fond of hanging from the ceiling; it was quite different from lying on the floor; he 

could breathe more freely; his body had a light swing to it." ~Franz Kafka 

The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain 

 “I do not wish any reward but to know I have done the right thing.” ~Mark Twain 

The Stranger by Albert Camus 

“Mother used to say that however miserable one is, there’s always something to be thankful for. And 

each morning, when the sky brightened and light began to flood my cell, I agreed with her.”  ~Camus 

I am Malala by Malala Yousafzai 

"A searing and personal portrait of a young woman who dared to make a difference."  

~Publishers Weekly 

 

12th Grade ~ British Literature 

The Count of Monte Cristo by Alexander Dumas 

“At once Dantes resolved to follow the brave example of his energetic companion, and to remember 

that what has once been done may be done again.” ~Alexander Dumas  

The Time Machine by H.G. Wells 

 “It's against reason," said Filby. "What reason?" said the Time Traveller.” ~H.G. Wells 

All Quiet on the Western Front by Erich Maria Remarque 

“We are not youth any longer. We don’t want to take the world by storm. We are fleeing. We fly from 

ourselves. From our life. We were eighteen and had begun to love life and the world; and we had to 

shoot it to pieces.” ~Remarque 

 

Advanced Placement 

12 AP (Literature and Composition) and 11 AP (Language and Composition) 

REQUIRED: Please see the ATTACHED INFORMATION from Dr. Page and Mr. Morris! 

Two Ways to Check Out Ebooks for Free! 

SV MIC: Destiny 
https://library.pdsd.org  

Even though the school building is closed, you can still read our ebooks & audiobooks!  Read them from 

any device, including your Chromebook.  Click on the link above, choose Sun Valley, and log in to Destiny 

using your PDSD Google credentials.  Look up books by title, subject or author.   

 

Delaware County Libraries 
http://www.delcolibraries.org/ 

You also have free access to ebooks through the Delaware County Library System.  If you don't have a 

public library card, you can sign up for one for free to access their large collection of ebooks, audiobooks, 

emagazines and their databases.  Fill out this form and they'll send you a card 

number.  https://charlotte.delco.lib.pa.us/selfreg 
 

https://library.pdsd.org/
http://www.delcolibraries.org/
https://charlotte.delco.lib.pa.us/selfreg


Sun Valley High School 

12th 

AP Literature and Composition 

Summer Reading 2020 

                                                                                                                        

Instructor: Dr. Page 

Dear students: 

I want to tell you how much I look forward to working with all of you this year. This class is designed to 

prepare you for the AP English Literature and Composition Exam that is offered every spring. Advance 

Placement courses are challenging. The expectation is that students understand that the reading, writing 

and discussion aspects of the class will be much more in-depth and analytical. Students in this class will be 

primarily reading fiction. An amalgamation of some of the greatest works in the history of literature.  

Please note that this year’s summer reading work is a truncated version. Due to the challenging 

circumstances, we are all in this year.   

REQUIRED: On Writing Well is the required reading for the course this summer.  AP students can 

access the book using the PDF link below. If you have any issues with the PDF link, please email Dr. Page at 

jpage@pdsd.org.  

On Writing Well by William Zinsser can be accessed as a PDF on the following website: 

http://richardcolby.net/writ2000/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/On-Writing-Well-30th-Anniversa- Zinsser-William.pdf 

12th AP Choice Book Options: Students are NOT REQUIRED to read any of the books listed below from 

numbers 1 to 8. They are just suggestions, both fiction and non-fiction, if you want to read a book over the 

summer.   

1. 13 Things Mentally Strong People Don’t Do by Amy Morin   

2. Billy Budd by Herman Melville 

3. Very Good Lives by J.K. Rowling  

4. True Grit by Charlie Portis 

5. My Reading Life by Pat Conroy 

6. Outliers by Malcolm Gladwell 

7. 1984 by George Orwell 

8. The Old Man and the Sea by Ernest Hemingway 

 

 



12th AP English Literature and Composition  

Critical Reading and Writing Skills Overview 
 

Students will develop the skills to read critically and evaluate works of literature for the following: 

 Character development and methods of characterization 

 Setting and the influence of time and place on the work as a whole 

 Structure and its contribution to meaning 

 Style and word choice 

 Tone, purpose, and theme 

 Irony, symbolism, and all pertinent figurative language 

Students will develop an increased appreciation of literature in various genres and the understanding of 

the relationship between literature, time and culture. While developing the ability to write essays that 

analyze, evaluate and formulate the following: 

 Establish an insightful thesis regarding a literary work 

 Develop the thesis with relevant, specific details from the text 

 Demonstrate a logical organization within and among paragraphs of the essay using repetition, transitions, 

and parallel structure 

 Use an appropriate, wide-ranging vocabulary 

 Include varied sentence structures 

 Use and maintain an appropriate voice 

 Analyze and synthesize both sides of an argument. Then establish your perspective in a logical and precise 

manner. 

Students will develop the skills in comparing and contrasting literary elements and themes in texts 

written in various genres and literary periods. Improve the skills in revision and editing of his/her own 

writing, including the abilities to do the following: 

 Develop a concise and insightful thesis 

 Evaluate the relevance of details for inclusion 

 Revise organization of sentences, paragraphs, or the essay as a whole to improve clarity 

 Modify word choices to make them more effective 

 Balance generalizations regarding the writing with specific details from the text 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to reach out to me at jpage@pdsd.org 

Sincerely, 

Dr. James Page 

 

 

 

mailto:jpage@pdsd.org


Sun Valley High School 

11 AP  

Language & Composition 
 

  

  

SUMMER READING  

2020 

  

Instructor:  Mr. Morris 



Dear Parents and Students, 

Welcome to Advanced Placement English.  This is a college-level English course that will use college texts 

as well as supplemental materials appropriate for college readers. In addition, the course will prepare 

students for the Advanced Placement English Language and Composition Exam that will be offered in the 

spring. 

Preparing for an AP exam is a cooperative venture between students and their teachers.  Students taking 

the course should already possess an eclectic reading background beyond the required texts. Students are 

expected to reflect on their reading through extensive discussion, writing, and rewriting. The pace of the 

course is rigorous: the syllabus will give you an idea of the topics that will be covered. We will be reading 

primarily non-fiction works in this class. 

Through close readings of selected texts, students will deepen their understanding of the ways writers use 

language to provide both meaning and interest for their readers. As they read, students will consider a 

work’s structure, style, and themes as well as literary elements such as imagery, symbolism, and tone.  

We will cover vocabulary weekly as well as the basic rhetorical devices and strategies needed for students 

to become successful in the art of writing and speaking well.  

Additionally, this course will include intensive study of representative works from various genres, periods, 

and cultures, concentrating on works by authors of recognized literary merit. 

I look forward to working with you to make this a year of exciting and intensive college-level rhetorical 

study. Our summer reading work has been shortened this year, due to the difficult circumstances we all 

find ourselves in. Please give this work your best attention, as it is a vital introduction to the course 

material we will be studying. 

Sincerely, 

 

Matthew D. Morris 

Matthew D. Morris mmorris@pdsd.org 

 

 

  



Sun Valley Summer Reading Philosophy 

The Language Arts Department at Sun Valley High School believes reading enriches a student’s academic 

experience and greatly rewards future endeavors. Reading over the summer not only strengthens previous 

learning, but lays the groundwork for the next school year.  Summer reading programs support students in 

the following ways: 

 Previews themes and motifs of upcoming courses  

 Enhances critical thinking and provides enrichment opportunities  

 Commonality of texts promotes student -to- student discussion 

 Introduces an array of genres  

 Encourages them to read for enjoyment 

 Combats the loss of reading achievement over the summer 

Summer 2018 AP English Summer Reading Assignments 

Welcome to the 2018-2019 AP English class. Due to the difficult circumstances of this summer, you have 

one assigned text to read. You can e-mail Mr. Morris with any questions you may have this summer.   

The summer reading book: 

Thank You for Arguing, Jay Heinrichs (2nd or 3rd Edition) 

When we meet during the first week of school in September, we will use this text as a basis for our first 

discussions and we will refer to it throughout the year. You are, of course, welcome and encouraged to 

read other books during the summer, but this will be the only required assignment.  

THANK YOU FOR ARGUING 
AP SUMMER READING ASSIGNMENT 

THANK YOU FOR ARGUING is an exploration of one of the main topics of our course: rhetoric, the art and 

science of persuasion. Jay Heinrichs uses many examples, some modern, some ancient, to illustrate the 

various important aspects of argument. To show your understanding of his points, please complete the 

following: 

Choose eight examples of rhetorical concepts or strategies that Heinrichs uses in the book. For each 

example:  

- Describe the example in 3-4 sentences. What are the circumstances? What is the persuader’s goal? 

- Describe/define the technique or concept the example illustrates.   

- Explain the importance of the concept in understanding argument or persuasion.  
Responses should turned in via Schoology on or before the first day of class. Look for the “Thank You For 
Arguing Responses” assignment on Schoology. 

 


